
 

  Page 1 

 
 

Local Missions Minute 

 Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 

May 2017 

 During a recent sermon series, the congregation was asked to 
provide feedback on how Good Shepherd UMC can better reach   
others in need. There was an overwhelming response with a central 
theme: “We want to serve our community. We’re willing to serve 
now. We don’t know how or where to begin.” This began to stir    
excitement, and a team of people have been hard at work organizing 
groups and mission opportunities.  
 Guidelines were identified and the term “missions” was 
clearly defined in an effort to streamline/ filter organizations we get 
involved with. Two meetings were held to gage people’s interest in 
the areas they want to serve. From these meetings, in combination 
with groups that were already established, we have created 8 passion 
groups. Within each passion group, there may be multiple ministries. 
This list is not permanent, and can be adjusted at any time. If there is 
a group interested in creating a new passion area (and a leader willing 
to organize), the missions committee is excited to hear your ideas. If 
approved, this passion area will be formed into an official group and 
we will advertise your events/projects to help get the volunteers need-
ed. On the other hand, if there is a current passion group that is failing 
to pull volunteers together and or doesn’t have a leader to help organ-
ize events/projects, the group will be dissolved.   

The following passion groups have formed based on current interest: 
 
Danish Elementary, Disaster Relief, Homeless & Hungry, Human 
Trafficking, Single Mom & Senior Care, Special Events, Teen 
Pregnancy, Veterans (See page 4 for descriptions of each) 
 
 The Local Missions Minute will be sent out monthly and will 
provide updates on recent projects completed, as well as upcoming 
mission opportunities within each group. There will be three ways to 
receive this newsletter.  1) www.goodchurch.us, Click on Missions 
tab  2) Copies distributed at local missions meeting- first Thursday of 
every month at 6:00pm  3) Sign up to receive monthly newsletters via 
e-mail. The newsletter will provide a snapshot of what each passion 
group is doing and will include Sign Up Genius links for volunteer 
opportunities, but the best way to get involved in a particular area of 
interest is to join that passion group. The leader of each group will be 
able to communicate immediate needs and provide more detail of 
how to get involved. Getting involved and serving in multiple areas of 
passion is encouraged, however, it is preferred that you only sign up 
for one group you are most interested in.  

Passion groups formed for local outreach 

Mission Accomplished! 
Texas Ramp Project- Good Shepherd has participated in 

three wheelchair ramp projects this year. Texas Ramp Project is an   

organization providing ramps for the disabled and elderly through-

out Harris County. TRP qualifies clients based on physical and 

financial need and are built at no cost to the client. The mission of 

TRP is “No Texas resident shall lack safe access to and from his or 

her home because of financial limitations.” 5 people completed a 

ramp on January 28th, 10 people completed a ramp on March 25th, 

and 3 people joined another group to complete a ramp on April 

29th. These skilled volunteers can complete a ramp within 5 hours. 

Way to go TRP team! For more information on this organization, 

www.texasramps.org. To find out how to join the GSUMC team, 

please contact Bob Bassett at bobbassett@comcast.net. 

Kids Meals- A lot of requests have been made to organize local 

mission opportunities for families (with kids of all ages) to get   

involved. On March 18th, a team of 19 from GSUMC went to serve 

at Kids Meals (located on 610 North). Kids Meals assembles and 

delivers over 2,000 sack lunches a day to needy pre-school children. 

These kids are not old enough to be in public school, and therefore 

do not qualify for meal assistance. For some, this is the only meal 

they receive for the day. Kids Meals assembles and delivers free, 

healthy lunches directly to the children’s homes. Their motto is 

“fighting childhood hunger right at their doorsteps.” For more infor-

mation on this organization, www.kidsmealshouston.org. We will 

be organizing future dates through our Homeless & Hungry passion 

group. 

http://www.goodchurch.us
http://www.texasramps.org
http://www.kidsmealshouston.org
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Mission Accomplished! 
 Faith Builders Sunday School Class Steps Up-  When 

Cy-Fair Helping Hands had a need, we were there to meet it. This 

organization provides basic physical needs, spiritual guidance, and 

mentoring needs for low-income and homeless individuals/families 

in the Cy-Fair area. Shawn Hogan, our Homeless/Hungry passion 

group leader, was told by CFHH about a local mobile home park 

that needed bottled water because they do not have potable water 

for drinking. He immediately coordinated a bottled water drive on 

April 2nd with Faith Builders Sunday school class, and was able to 

fill up the back of his truck. Shawn took the donations to the pantry 

and met the resource director for the mobile home park. What a 

blessing! Fantastic job Faith Builders! “And do not forget to do 

good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased.” Hebrews 13:16. To find out more about this organization, 

www.cyfairhelpinghands.org. The Homeless/Hungry passion group 

will be doing regular drives when the need arises. 

Rebuilding Together Houston-  Our first Rebuilding       

Together project was a success! The mission for RTH is to restore 

hope and revitalize Houston neighborhoods by repairing homes at 

no cost for low-income elderly homeowners. Over the course of two 

weekends in April, a Good Shepherd team of 14 (led by Chris 

Schreiber) strengthened a front porch, added a back porch, repaired 

a door frame, removed/replaced a steel beam that provided support 

to a car port, power washed/scraped the exterior, replaced rotten 

siding, painted the exterior/ front wheel chair ramp/car port,        

removed overgrown brush from the fence, yard work, and topped it 

off with new planters full of fresh flowers. The client was grateful, 

and thanked God for sending us to help her. For more information 

on this organization, www.rebuildinghouston.org. We plan on doing 

another RTH project in the fall. 

Cy Fair Helping Hands Community Garden-   

A garden has been planted in an effort to provide our local home-

less community fresh, healthy fruits and vegetables. Each planter 

box is sponsored and maintained by various churches in our area, 

and the hard work we have begun will continue to provide for so 

many.  Stay tuned for opportunities to contribute to this project! 

http://www.cyfairhelpinghands.org
http://www.rebuildinghouston.org
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Upcoming Mission Opportunities 

Emergency Preparedness Training  

Saturday, May 6th (9:00am-4:00pm) 

We need you to join our first official emergency response team (ERT) for training by 

the Texas Annual Conference. Good Shepherd UMC ERT will learn how to organize 

relief efforts in the case of a disaster, and will lead teams of volunteers in rendering 

aid, tarping roofs to avoid further damage, providing shelter, and guiding victims of 

disaster through the recovery process. Our church will be ready to serve in the event 

of a wildfire, flood, hurricane, etc. Being trained and certified by the conference will 

open doors of opportunity to help people in our community at a time they need us 

most.  Lunch will be provided and training costs are being covered by the missions 

committee. Sign up today!   Additional volunteers are needed. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054da4ae2baa8-emergency 

 

Danish Elementary School 

Danish Elementary is located just up the road at Fallbrook and FM1960 in CFISD. Danish Elementary is a Title I School in CFISD with 72% 

of their students being classified as economically disadvantaged. By partnering with Danish Elementary the Good Shepherd family is able to 

support teachers, staff and students through multiple opportunities with our gifts and service throughout the year. Opportunities include vol-

unteering in the library, reading weekly to a class, mentoring one on one with students who need a loving adult willing to invest in them on a 

weekly basis, school supply drive for back to school, the Danish Christmas store, and providing teacher encouragement throughout the year 

specifically at the beginning of the year, before Christmas break, and at the end of the year during Teacher Appreciation week. Our hope and 

prayer is that by showing up and coming alongside the Danish community we can share love and grace with our neighbors and those in need.   

If you would like more information about the Danish Elementary passion group and service opportunities you can contact Yvette Hayes at 

yhhayes@att.net or 281-744-6347(cell). 

May 11th – Thankful Thursday: Provide Lunch for Danish Staff for Staff Appreciation (for 120 people) – we will need help setting up, 

serving and cleaning up the day of the luncheon. We will have the meal catered and will work in two shifts: Set up & serve 9:00-12:00pm 

and serve & clean-up 12:00-2:30pm. Contact Yvette Hayes at 281-744-6347 if you have any questions.  Sign up using this link: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054DA4AE2BAA8-danish 

May 18th – Thankful Thursday: Provide desserts for Danish Staff for Teacher Appreciation – we will need help with baking, set up, serv-

ing (which means getting to love on teachers and staff as they come to get some goodies), and clean up. Time frame will be from 9-2. Come 

for all or part.  Sign up using this link: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054DA4AE2BAA8-sweet 

Sign Up to be a Global Volunteer:  This is required to be a mentor and helpful for being able to volunteer in all  CFISD schools.   

http://www.cfisd.net/en/community-involvement/community-engagement/volunteer/global-volunteer/ 

Future Opportunities:  Mentor Training coming soon TBA, Back to School Supply Drive, and Sign Up for Weekly Readers for 2017-2018.  

mailto:yhhayes@att.net
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Passion Group Descriptions 

Danish Elementary 

Disaster Relief 

Homeless & Hungry 

Human Trafficking 

Single Mom & Senior Care 

Special Events 

Teen Pregnancy 

Veterans 

Passion Group Leader– Yvette Hayes  yhhayes@att.net  (281)744-6347 

With an economically-disadvantage rate at 72%, students from Danish Elementary School need 

various forms of support, but they mostly need your presence.  Mentoring, reading, school vol-

unteers, staff appreciation, and a school supply drive are ways you can help. 

Passion Group Leader– Tom Huber  thcypress@gmail.com (281)808-6406 

In the event of a disaster, our church will be certified by our annual conference to serve those in 

our community, and we will need a large base of volunteers to effectively reach out to those who 

are victims of the disaster.  Feeding, sheltering, tarping roofs, providing supplies, guiding. 

Passion Group Leader– Shawn Hogan  buckhogan1152@gmail.com (832)444-1684 

There are many ways to help out in this area, and the needs are ongoing.  Feeding, serving, 

homeless outreach, gardening, donations, supply drives, and pantry/resale market volunteers are 

needed to tackle the growing homeless and hungry population in cy-Fair. 

Passion Group Leader– Currently Seeking 

Houston has more human trafficking than anywhere else in our nation. There are restorative 

programs and adult entertainment ministries whose sole focus is to get these girls out of the  

industry and off of the streets in hopes of healing and restoration.  

Passion Group Leader– Robert Bechtold  r.bechtold@sbcglobal.net (281)734-8856 

This ministry would serve our direct community by assisting with minor home repair, minor car 

maintenance, and quarterly oil changes for single moms. We are seeking someone to help with 

communication and service set up to be a liaison between clients and volunteers. 

Passion Group Leader– Janet Hall  hall7968@sbcglobal.net  (346)218-6722 

Mission-related events that occur once or twice a year will fall into this category. Operation 

Christmas Child, Feed my Starving Children, Ronald McDonald House, Rebuilding Together 

Houston, feeding public servants (first responders) are examples of service opportunities. 

Passion Group Leader– Kori McEwin  mkmmce@yahoo.com (281)827-5905 

1.1 million abortions occur every year. This ministry provides compassion, hope, and help to 

men and women facing pregnancy decisions. Realistic alternatives to abortion and counseling 

are provided, and volunteers are needed. 

Passion Group Leader– Currently Seeking (leader pending) 

As many as 400,000 soldiers returning from war are suffering from invisible wounds.  This min-

istry serves to provide hope and to provide help for veterans.  The mission is to bring healing to 

our military community through pastoral counseling and peer mentoring. 

To receive monthly missions newsletter: 

 E-mail request to casey_shirley@yahoo.com 

To join specific passion group: 

Email request to passion group leader (above) 

To provide mission updates/pictures: 

 E-mail info to casey_shirley@yahoo.com 

To get the latest local mission information: 

Missions meetings, 1st Thursday of the month– 6:00pm 


